PAGE  
7
“Reactions and Responses – Part 2”      Text – Mark 1:23-34       Readings – Various

Congregation, if you look at v23, you will see there that this passage begins with an encounter between Jesus and a man possessed by an evil spirit.  And in v32, we see Jesus driving out “many demons.”  So before we read this passage, let’s spend a few moments considering what the Bible says about demons as a subject in itself.  In your bulletins:

Demons are evil or fallen angels.  All the angels were created during creation week and some of them fell sometime before Adam’s fall.

· Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
· Genesis 1:31  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-- the sixth day.
· Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
· 2 Peter 2:4  God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;
· Jude 1:6  And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home-- these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.
The devil and his angels are workers of evil

· John 8:44  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
· 1 John 3:8  He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.
The time of Jesus was a unique time in terms of the devil’s power in the world.

· Genesis 3:15 “He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

· Job 1:6  One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.

· Matthew 4:8-9  Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."

· Matthew 8:29   Demons say to Jesus, "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?"

· Luke 10:17-19  The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name."  He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

· Revelation 12:7-12  (After a passage describing the birth of Jesus and His ascension to heaven) And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.  The great dragon was hurled down-- that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.  They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.  Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short."

The work of the devil and his demons now

· 1 Peter 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

· Ephesians 2:1-2  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

· Ephesians 6:11-12  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Louis Berkhof – He is superhuman but not divine; has great power but is not omnipotent; wields influence but on a restricted scale and all under God’s sovereign oversight and purpose.  He is destined for the pit.

John Calvin – They are chained to hell and the pit of darkness, and though not yet limited to one place, they drag their chains with them wherever they go.

The destiny of the Devil and his demons

· Matthew 25:41   "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

· Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

Overview points:
1. The devil, his demons, and their power is real.

2. The power of God in Jesus Christ is above and beyond the power of the evil one!

3. While there are about 120 references to ‘devil/devils/demons’ in the Bible, there are about 450 references to ‘evil’ and 1540 to ‘sin/sinner/sins.’  As one commentator says, while believers should not be ignorant of supernatural agencies, “the concern of both testaments is with sin and repentance, not exorcism.”

Sing 444 – A Mighty Fortress

Read Mark 1:23-34

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We continue, today, with the beginning events of Jesus’ public ministry.  
· He has called some disciples to be with Him, always, and He is in Capernaum in Galilee.  
· And the events described in vv21-34 happen in the space of a day – a Sabbath day.  
· And we see a number of different reactions and responses to what Jesus says and what Jesus does, which really have at their core, who Jesus is.
So last week we saw that a Sermon Startled.  Jesus taught in the synagogue and the people were amazed “because He taught them as one who had authority and not as the teachers of the law.”  And we noted that while this amazement represents a reaction far better than the anger and disbelief that will flare up when Jesus speaks later on in His public ministry, it is also not the repentance and belief that Jesus demands from all those who hear His word.  
So today we want to consider the other events of this Sabbath Day as we see a Spirit Silenced, a Fever Farewelled, and Demons dismissed.

So first of all, we see that a spirit is silenced.

1. And the first words of v23 are “just then.”  And even these words reveal something about Jesus.  
a. The words “just then” translate a Greek word that is used 11 times just in chapter 1, and 40 times throughout Mark’s Gospel.  Other English versions translate it as “immediately.”  So, the authority and power and conviction of the word of Jesus is such that there is an immediate reaction from this evil spirit.  
b. And James 2:19  helps us to understand this.  There, James is warning those who say that a simple profession of faith in God is all that is needed for salvation and that how we behave does not matter at all.  But James will have none of that.  And to make his point, he says,  “You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.”
i. And boys and girls, to shudder, is to instinctively shake from fear.  
A. You have probably all experienced that moment when you pick up your gumboot and notice a spider crawling inside it or scurrying away from where your boot was sitting – and you shudder.  And some of us will be shuddering right now, just thinking about it!  
1) Well, magnify that 10,000 times and you have the reaction of the demons to God.  They fear Him and they shudder.
ii. And what we see here is the ‘shudder’ of a demon.  
A. You see, at a very surface level, we human beings are born without knowledge of God.  We have to learn about Him from creation and/or read and hear about Him in the Bible.  And we are then ‘free,’ in a sense, to take our time thinking about what we see and hear and deciding whether or not we will believe in Him.  
B. But that is not so with the evil spirits or demons.  As we noted earlier, all the angels were originally good and created to live in the presence of God and to do His bidding.  But some rebelled and fell away.  
1) But they did so having known God for who He is.  So they believe in Him.  They know that He is the eternal and all glorious One.  They know the destiny that awaits them and all those that, like them, reject God.  
a) So they are not ‘free’ to weigh up the words of Jesus and decide how they will respond to them.  They hear Him, they recognize Him, and they shudder!  

iii. So what we read here is not an encounter between two equals who will do battle.  This is an encounter between the Jesus, the Son of God, and one who fears God and shudders.
2. Now, before we look at the conversation between Jesus and this evil spirit, two more comments about v23.  
a. We read here about a man who is “possessed by an evil spirit.”  
i. And the word “possessed,” as well as what we might have read outside the Bible or seen on TV, might lead us to think of someone who is completely under the control of a demon, all of the time.  However, the literal translation of the Greek here is that he was a man “with an evil spirit.”  And that is how all the other English translations have this verse.  So the idea of someone who is always and completely under the control of a demon is not necessarily what is in view in the text of Scripture.  What is certain is that this is a man “with an evil spirit.” 
b. But what is also certain is that what happens here is not a one off, first time occurrence.  
i. For if that was the case, we would read, “Just then a man in their synagogue was possessed by an evil spirit and he cried out…”  But what we read, instead, is that this is a man “who was possessed by an evil spirit.”  This was known about him.  The people of the synagogue knew that this was a man with ‘issues.’   
ii. But he is right there in worship, which is rather striking, isn’t it!
3. Well, Jesus, the High King of glory, has spoken.  And His presence, His power, His authority, and His Word provoke this reaction from the evil spirit.  And you will notice that the words heard in the synagogue are the words of the evil spirit.  The spirit, somehow, has control of this man’s vocal chords.  He says, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are-- the Holy One of God!”  
a. And brothers and sisters, while this can be read as a challenge, as if we now have Jesus in the red corner and the spirit in the blue corner, really, this is a cry of terror!  This is a last ditch attempt on the part of the spirit part to infect the people of the synagogue with the idea that Jesus has come to bring about the downfall of them all.
i. For notice how he uses the word “us” – “What do you want with us, Jesus?”  
A. And that word, “us,” certainly has in view his fellow demons.  But we may be sure that this evil spirit also wants to turn the initial amazement of the people into fear and loathing of Jesus.  
B. In fact, a good case can be made for understanding the second part of the spirit’s words not as a question, “Have you come to destroy us?” but as a statement, “You have come to destroy us!”  
C. And the evil spirit then continues to speak the truth as he says, “I know who you are – the Holy One of God.”  
1) This spirit knows that his control of this man will soon be ended.  
2) He knows that Jesus has come to destroy the powers of darkness.  
3) And he knows that a great battle is near and that he and those like him will be defeated.  
a) So he cries out hoping to drag as many as possible into the dungeon of unbelief.
b. But in a brief moment, this encounter becomes, instead, an opportunity for the authority of Jesus’ teaching to be enhanced further by the authority of Jesus to order this spirit away.  
i. And so, with six words, “Be quiet … Come out of him,” the spirit is banished.  
A. And instead of the hoped for ‘fear and loathing,’ we read that the amazement of the people is doubled!  
1) And a different Greek word is used here than the one in v22.  But it is a synonym – a word similar in meaning - terrified, startled, alarmed, dumbfounded, astonished!  
B. You see, there were Jewish exorcists in that time.  If you suspected that you had an evil-spirit issue with a loved one, you could pay an exorcist to try and get rid of the thing.  But the exorcist had to use herbs and incantations and potions and formulas and maybe days of frenzied prayer and rebukes, sometimes with success.  
C. But Jesus says, “Be quiet … come out of him,” and everyone can see the result.  Wow!  
4. And so, from v28, all this immediately went viral on Twitter and Facebook!  There is a man who says in the synagogue, But I tell you!!!  And we saw Him, with six words, order an evil spirit out of a man and with one shake, he was gone!  Pass it on!
And congregation, before we move on to the next healing miracle, let this account be an encouragement to you if you have, or if you have a loved one who has, a hard heart; a heart or a will that seems hardened in sin and rebellion.  Just look what the word of Jesus can do in one with an evil spirit!  If Jesus could free this man from his bondage, He can free you or your loved on also.  
· Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  
· He said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick … I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
So ask Him to free you or your loved one from your bondage.  Beg Him to give the freedom that He is able to give!
Well, in the second place, we see that a fever is farewelled.
1. You can almost imagine the buzz of excitement that must have existed among the disciples as they left that synagogue and headed to Peter’s place for Sabbath Day roast.  Their hearts were full and soon their bellies would be full!  But then, oh oh! the cook is sick!  Peter’s mother-in-law, which means Peter either was married then or had been, had a fever.  So what happens?  Jesus “went to her, took her hand and helped her up.  The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  
a. Now, in Matthew’s Gospel, we are told that Jesus “touched her hand,” and in Luke’s Gospel that Jesus “stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her.”  And doubtless, all of these things would have happened with each Gospel author just recording what they observed and what is most in keeping with the point they are making.  
i. But surely the Holy Spirit through Mark would have us see the gentle love of Jesus.  
A. We have just seen Jesus order an evil spirit to come out of a man.  And in that event, the man himself almost seems incidental to the story.  We don’t know his name, Jesus speaks not to him but to the spirit, and we read nothing about the reaction of the man.  The sole focus is on the power and authority of Jesus.  
B. But here, we see a tenderness and a gentleness and a personal connection between Jesus and Peter’s Mother-in-law who then responds by making lunch!  
1) And there is a beautiful picture of the gospel in this encounter.  
2) You see, as you think about us and the problem of sin, in terms of Jesus’ power, He could have remained in heaven and spoken a word to the earth that removed all the evil.  He could have commanded from heaven, “be gone!” and it was so.  But that is not what He did, is it.  
a) No, He came down to us who were laid low in the misery of sin’s affliction.  
b) He touched us by taking to Himself a human nature.  
c) And on the cross, He reached out to us, took us by the hand and helped us up.  Oh the sweet, gentle love of Jesus!
b. In our afternoon services at present we have begun considering Romans 12.  After 11 chapters of exploring the mercy of our salvation, Romans 12 begins, “Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”  And we have been busy unpacking the richness of those words.  But really, they are beautifully unpacked here in Mark 1:31b, “The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  
i. Having been healed by Jesus, the response of Peter’s mother-in-law was to serve Him and others Sabbath lunch.  In view of the mercy shown her, she offered herself in service.

ii. And it is and should be the same for all those who experience the mercy of Christ Jesus, they love Him and they love their neighbour.  And it is seen in the fruit of obedient service.
What joy there would have been in that house as the afternoon passed by!

But the day was still not yet done!  And so, thirdly and lastly, we see that Demons are dismissed.

1. From v32, we see that the people wait until sunset, which is when the Sabbath officially ended, and they then bring to Jesus the sick and the ones who were, literally, “oppressed by demons.”  And Mark wants us to understand that this is a vast crowd, “The whole town gathered at the door.”  And we see that Jesus heals many and drives out demons.  
a. And that last comment about Jesus not letting the demons speak because they knew who He was is simply to do with two things: 
i. First, Jesus has come to be confessed or acknowledged by men and women, not by demons.  The confession of demons is, in a sense, automatic and driven by fear and loathing; they must acknowledge Jesus.  But what Jesus seeks is the free and voluntary confession of men and women who have become persuaded that Jesus is who He claims to be by His word and work.  He seeks a confession of faith that arises out of knowledge, trust, assurance and love.  
ii. And secondly, if Jesus would let these demons confess Him, that too would ramp up the antagonistic atmosphere around Him.  But it is Jesus and the responses of men and women to Him that must bring about the circumstances of His arrest and crucifixion.  
A. So this is Jesus, again demonstrating His power and authority and control over all things, including even what evil spirits can or cannot say.
2. But what else may we learn from this whole-town healing clinic?  Well in Mark 1:14-15, the ‘program’ for Jesus’ ministry was announced.  He came proclaiming the good news of God.  And His message was, “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.”  In Matthew, Jesus’ ‘program’ is described in this way, “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.”  
a. And that is about as accurate a description of what we have read in vv21-22 as there could be, isn’t it!  It started in a synagogue and teaching and it ends with the masses being healed.  
i. And have you noticed, and not only here but elsewhere in the Gospels, that Jesus does not seek the sick or those with demons?  
A. He did not arrive at Capernaum and go to the hospital or tell the people of the village to bring the sick to him.  
1) He went to the synagogue to teach, and the man with an evil spirit was there, and he was cured.  
2) He went to Peter’s home, and his mother-in-law was there and was cured. 
3) And the people then brought their sick to Him and they were cured.  
B. And you read this again and again.  Jesus arrives somewhere and teaches and preaches and as He does so, the demon-possessed come to Him or respond to Him or the sick are brought to Him.  You see it in v39 and v40 and 2:3 and 3:7 and 5:2, etc.  And He then heals, absolutely.  
C. Or, if He arrives somewhere and is immediately confronted with those in need of healing, He does so and then He teaches.  But His priority is to proclaim the word.  
b. Why?  Why is healing a secondary priority of His?  It is because it is the preached word of Jesus that truly transforms; that truly saves.  
i. You see, all those who had demons cast out or who had their eyesight restored, or whatever it was, still died, eventually, of something.  The physical ravages of sin, eventually, got them in the end.  But all those who believed in His Word became, at that moment, born again, alive in Christ, and would remain so forever, even through death and into eternity!  
c. And there is a kind of double-sided application to this incredible truth: 
i. The healing work of Jesus is of tremendous importance!  
A. Jesus did not come to earth to rescue for Himself a group of disembodied spirits who will float around with Him on the clouds of heaven up there, somewhere.  Jesus came to destroy the powers of darkness that infect the whole of His creation.  
1) And every healing is a glimpse of the perfection of the new heavens and the new earth that shall be after He has come again.  
a) We shall have bodies in eternity.  And we shall be busy with those bodies.  But those resurrected bodies and the renewed creation shall be free of sin’s corruption and constraint!  
B. And that is the magnificent and cosmic kingdom that is in pictured in the snapshots of healing.  
ii. But each healing, is, if you will, a sermon illustration.  The sermon itself is His teaching and preaching.  What truly changes a person is not the healing but the inward transformation that takes place through repentance and belief.  
iii. And often in its history, the Christian church has lost sight of this and become guilty of practicing what is known as the social gospel – a gospel of just doing good works.  
A. All sorts of practical help and aid and benefits and welfare and counseling and services are offered that may improve someone’s physical well-being, but the word of Christ is not proclaimed.  And so, people have more affordable housing or cheap food or better ways to cope with addiction or a marriage that remains intact, but they die in unbelief.  
iv. But there is a flip side to this also.  James speaks about it in 2:14ff, “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  
A. If I can slightly modify a well-used saying, Preach the gospel, preach the gospel, preach the gospel, and then open your mouth and speak.  
1) Word and deed; deed and word.  
2) For it is only by the word of Christ that unbelievers can come to faith in Him and be better off, eternally.
So on this Sabbath day in Mark’s Gospel, we have seen the authority of Christ, the power of Christ, and the priority of Christ.  
But above all of that, I trust that we have all see the tender love of Christ for His own.  Amen.

